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(First notice.) When wo reflect that wo can at pleasure produce not only almost every departure from normal function, but the morbid changes themselves, that are witnessed in disease, in almost every organ and tissue of the body, by operations upon different portions of the nervous system, it becomes a matter of surprise that attempts have not more frequently been made to refer to disordered nerve function, the complicated and otherwise inexplicable phenomena which meet us daily at the bedsido and in the post-mortem room. The subject is one of great interest, and we have long felt, that in the physiology and pathology especially of the vaso-inotor nerves, the discovery of which is probably second only in importance to that of the circulation of the blood, will probably, ultimately, be found the key that will unlock many of the intricacies, and reveal not a few of the mysteries of the science of medicine. We accordingly find that in the periodical medical literature of the last quarter of a century various attempts have been made to grasp this subject and to apply the lessons to be learnt from the discoveries of Claude Bernard and Brown Sequard, and other scarcely less eminent workers in this department of physiology, to the elucidation of the problems of disease, and to establish upon them a rational system of therapeutics. Those who have not given a special attention to this subject, will be surprised to find how much has been done in this direction; but it is only during the last few years that the subject has grown to such evident magnitude that it has forced itself upon the attention of practical and thinking men in all parts of the world, and that the leading minds of the profession have systematically grappled with its difficulties. 
